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INTERVIEW WITH FRANKLIN MILLER 
October 22, 2010 in Gambier, Ohio 
Interviewer Jazz Glastra 
F= Franklin Miller 
J= Jazz Glastra 
M=Miriam Dean-Otting 
F: Okay, let's get organized here 
J: Ok, so this is Jazz Glastra interviewing Dr. Franklin Miller on Oct. 22nd in his home-Oct 22nd 2010-in 
his home in Gambier, OH and the time is 11:15. Ok, so, I think this should work if I just keep the 
microphone a little ways away. Yesterday I tried it and it got a little, um, fuzzy if I kept it-
F: Do you want-I'll say this is a test ... 
J: Yeah, so we'll just test for a minute 
F: I'm making a little test broadcast here of my old time days at the Buttels house in Gambier 
J: Wonderful. Okay. So I didn't mean to interrupt you but what were, you were saying you that you 
know, uh, you knew Leo Erlanger as well? 
F: Ehh? I mean, Helen? 
J: Uh, well, yeah. Both Helen and Leo. You knew them both? 
F: Helen and Leo, yeah. Leo's wife was Frietel [note: Leo Frankel's wife was Frietel, not Leo Erlanger.] 
And she ran a uh, umm, physical therapy in her home down there next to the hospital-next to what 
was then the new hospital. Not the current hospital. 
J: Right, okay. The-
• F: What is now the Living Center. Or is it? 
M: It's now the court, it's where the court records are kept. Are you talking about Mercy Hospital? 
F: No, I'm talking about the hospital down there on Mulberry Street. 
J: Memorial, was it Memorial Hospital? 
F: Memorial Theater, it was Memorial Theater. And it was a big-a whole block-full. 
J: Uh-huh. 
F: And it was a reaction of some people. They didn't want, they didn't like the idea of Mercy Hospital, 
which was run by the Catholics. And especially some women in childbirth refused to go there for that 
they would, if they had to have a, eh, an abortion to preserve her life they would choose the baby rather 
than her. And she thought that, a lot of women were afraid of that, and they deliberately went to other 
hospitals. And that eventually-but it was founded by people who were, uh, didn't like the idea of a 
sectarian hospital. Anyhow, ok, but that's where she lived and she ran this physical therapy. 
J: And how did you know, um, Leo and Frita? 
• 
F: Well, just, I guess um, I was active in the Mental Health Movement, and so were they. I helped found • 
the Mental Health Association in, in Mount Vernon, and Helen Z. was also active in that. Well she hired 
me to work at the, uh, radio station because, ah, I was teaching electronics out here as part of my 
physics curriculum and I had done some broadcasting at Rutgers University when I was teaching there 
before I came here. That was, uh, right after the war. I was at, I was at Rutgers during the war, actually. I 
came there in '37, and I left there in' 48 to come here. 
J: Okay, so um how did you initially know Helen Zelkowitz? 
F: Uh, well...how I met her I can't remember. I played bridge with her. She was a great bridge player and 
I, I, took up contract bridge. Uh, I mean, I played it in my early days but I was a member of the duplicate 
bridge club, of which Helen Z. was a member. And John Ransom was in it also, and his wife, uh, Mrs. 
Ransom was the best bridge player in the county. And Helen was quite sharp at it; I played off and on 
with Helen and then she had the idea of founding a radio station as her own little baby. And her • 
• husband was the law-her husband Charles Zelkowitz was the best lawyer in Mount Vernon and he was 
my personal lawyer actually also. But she asked me to help wire the station up and run some programs. 
And I had five different programs at the station, each with a different name. I'll name 'em for you. There 
was, Professor Schwartz, the music professor here at Kenyon and I ran a thing called this week, Kenyon, 
uh, Kenyon College on the Air. That was mostly, I taped, taped, had a tape recorder and taped the 
various assemblies and announced them and denounced them. You announce them, and then at the 
end of the program you denounce them. That was Professor Schwartz's idea, to call it a denouncement. 
And, and I put them on the air every Sunday for 28 minutes. And then I also ran a science program, This 
Week in Science, which was a half hour once a week. And I read all the teletype and the science journals, 
and I reported what's new in science-all sciences. And, uh, you remember um, uh, the big epidemic 
what was it? Uh, it was ... 7 
M: Polio? 
F: What? Not Polio, right after Polio. It was oh, eh, it was ... l can't remember the name of it now. It came 
from abroad, it was overseas. This story loses all of its context because I read about it in the science 
magazine, the British journal and I reported it on the air and I was the first one to mention it here in 
Knox County, and I warned the women. It was, uh ... 
M: Was it mumps or measles? 
F: No, it was ... 
M: I'm trying to think ... Rubella? 
F: No it was a new disease. It's disappeared now from the scene, fortunately. Uh, oh. 
M: Tell him you'll find out. 
J: I'll find out. 
F: You'll find out. It was, affected women mostly in childbirth. Oh, I'm ashamed that I can't remember 
the name of that disease. Anyhow. But that was, uh, I introduced it on my science program here for the 
first time in this county which I think was a public service. And, let's see that's two. And then I had Music 
of the Masters, which was records, every day-two hours a day-I had a record program. 
J:Wow. 
F: And people for many years they'd stop me on the street and say "I recognize your voice!" Haha. And 
they had a collection they had for the station, none of them liked classical music at all. They had all of 
these records and I volunteered to announce them and give a little summary of each one and select 
them and made up the program. And I had William, Edgar, Elgar, what's Elgar's first name? 
M: Uh, Elgar. Oh gosh, you stumped me Franklin. I know who you're talking about. 
F: Uhhuh. There you are. Elgar had the thing called Enigma Variations. And one of them was called "The 
Hunter." It was very touching; I used it as my theme song. Let's see that's three programs. Then I 
had ... uh, science, Kenyon College on the Air, This Week in Science, Music of the Masters, that was four. 
Then Saturday morning I announced a Hillbilly Show. 
J: A Hillbilly Show?! 
F: I didn't play any hillbilly, but I played classical piano, is what Miriam knows. And I took up the viola, to 
play the viola so I could play string quartets. 
J: Uh huh. 
F: When I was teaching at Rutgers, I bought a viola, a case, and six lessons all for forty dollars. Heh. 
J: What a deal. 
F: Anyhow, that's how I knew Helen was I was an engineer. The engineer sat at the board and 
announced and denounced the different programs. Uh, Charlie Kilkenny [sp?] was the newscaster. And 
George Bennett was uh, uh the regular, I guess the newsman. Charlie Killy had a talk show. Anyhow, it 
was all very much fun and I did that maybe for 8 or 10 years, I guess. Finally, um, there was an 
interesting anecdote there where Helen, uh, showed around a guy named Jones, I think, from Columbus. 




• you know where the radio station is out--? 
J: uh huh. 
F: It was all, all wilderness out there then. The shopping center had not yet been built. 
J: Yeah. 
F: And this guy, Johnny Jones or whatever his name was, said to Helen, said, "this is really an isolated 
spot; are you sure you won't be robbed someday? You oughtta-are you insured?" And she didn't know 
so she went home and she asked her husband the lawyer. [She] said, "Charles, are we insured?" And he 
said, "No, we're not." So she said, "Well, we oughtta be! So let's get it." So he went out the next 
morning and insured the station against robbery. And yet, would you believe it? Uh, six days later they 
were robbed. 
J:Wow. 
F: And the whole station was robbed. It was empty and they went off the air for 3, 4 months and we had • to rebuild the station . And it turned out there were some high school kids, or young, young men, who 
were running and illegal station down there in the Southeast part of the state. And they were going 
around robbing all the other stations of their broadcasting equipment to make a station. And then they 
had the na·ivete to actually use that station that they had stolen and people recognized it. And they got 
it back, but meanwhile they had to replace it to keep the station going. 
J: Right, wow. So Helen had her show "Coffee Cup." Did she have that from the beginning? 
F: Eh? 
J: Uh, her show "Coffee Cup"? That she had did WMVO ... 
F: The Coffee ... yeah I engineered that program. Every morning, I would ... The station was about as big as 
this room. The whole station. The broad-the transmitter sitting in a corner, a desk, a phone-there 
were two rooms. No running water . And I filled in just for fun really, it was a hobby. I got paid very 
• miserably, I think a dollar an hour, or maybe fifty cents an hour, something like that. Anyhow, and I 
would work nights, after they're off the air with their regular programming. I would play records until 
about 11 o'clock every night you see. And uh, they had prerecorded it so you could buy a big disk-this 
big-that would have fifteen minute program on it and I would announce it and close it, you see. And 
each one would be, a, say this would be Benny Goodman's night and there'd be a program full of Benny 
Good mans. One of them, uh, had a great kick. There was a program with Lou Pollock. You've never 
heard of Lou Pollock. 
J: Nope. 
F: Have you, Miriam? 
M: Mm-mm. 
F: He um, his most popular piece was called "Charmayne." You ever hear of "Charmayne," a tune called 
"Charmayne?" 
J: No. 
F: Dada da dahh [singing] ... whatever. It was the number one hit, and it was written by my cousin. 
J: Oh! 
F: Who was Lou Pollack, who married my wife's, married my mother's first cousin. And he gave some 
music, sheet music that I could play in a little jazz band that I'd had going for me at uh, at uh Rutgers. I 
never had a jazz band here, but I did have one there at Rutgers. And uh, also at Swarthmore, I went to 
Swarthmore College and had a little band there. And Lou was very kind and he gave me some sheet 
music, uh, to be played by orchestras and we-it helped a lot. Anyhow, the point I was gonna make was, 
that um, what was the point I was gonna make? 
M: You were talking about Coffee Cup. 
F: What? 
J: Coffee Cup, Helen's show. 




• called, eh, a script show and it came with a disk this big and it ran for fifteen minutes. 
M: [Voice in background] I'll get it. 
F: Is the phone ringing? 
J: Someone's at the door. 
F: Oh. 
J: That's okay, you can continue. 
F: Okay. And the interesting thing was I came in there one night and the script show with the fifteen 
minute script that the announcer could announce, as if he were right there, you know, with her. And it 
was a script of fifteen minutes of Lou Pollock, my cousin! And so I got to announce my own, my second, 
my mother, my mother's first cousin's husband. 
J: Wow, that's funny. 
F: That was ... and Helen got a great kick out of all of that. She was a very active person as you know, and • she was very well thought of around the county but she, she died in a terrible accident, I suppose you 
heard about that? 
J: Yeah, I did hear. 
F: Who was there? 
M: Judy brought your mail. 
F: Oh. Who's that? My son? 
M: Your daughter-in-law . 
F: My daughter -in-law . Oh, Judy did. 
J: Um, so, so you said you were the engineer for "Coffee Cup," Helen's show? 
F: Yeah, I wasn't the editor, I was the engineer. 
J: Right. 
F: I would walk across the field to the farmhouse, which was about, I'd say, 100 yards. And they, in the 
kitchen I set up, we had a portable amplifier that sent the signal back across the field by a wire laid on 
the ground to the transmitter, which uh, someone else was, uh, managing. And I, I the remote editor, er, 
engineer so it was Helen Zelkowitz and the wife of an engineer from Cooper Bessemer. Or maybe he 
was from some other factory. Anyhow, and I would walk over and turn it on. They, all these people were 
artists. They were, they were not engineers. So I knew how to you know manage the controls, and turn 
it on and change the volume, do all that sort of stuff. And I would be the one to say, "and now here's 
'Coffee Cup' with Helen. "Click! And do that every day. And this was during vacation. I did all this during 
vacation. And Helen, and her colleague was, ah, how could I forget her colleague's name? Mona was, I 
think it was Mona. Mada, Mona. Anyhow, they exchanged pleasantries and guests every so often, you 
know. And it was a very popular show. And she played bridge very well. I was playing with Helen, no not 
with her. Have you ever played bridge? 
J: No, I never have. 
F: You never heard of, did you ever hear of Charles Gorrin [sp?]? You ever hear of Gorrin? 
M: No. 
F: I'll save the anecdote then. He was the president of the American Bridge Association and he came into 
our club down at the YMCA there, all unannounced and introduced himself and everybody was using his 
scheme for playing bridge all around the country. It was a big-big-and part of his duty was to visit all 
the member clubs without notice, you know . Well let's see, what else did Helen Z ... 
J: Now you said that your bridge club was at the YMCA? 
F: We played at the YMCA. It was just one night a week. 
J: And she was-she was involved with the YMCA as well, wasn't she? 
F: I suppose so. Uh, she was involved with everything. She was involved with the mental health 
movement, um ... 




• F: Well, she was on the board for that. 
• 
F: As I was, I was actually the president of the board. Uh, what else did Helen do? Uh, you better get that 
piece of paper. I don't have the obituary here. I wish I did, I could lend it to you ... but I don't have it. 
J: I have it actually. 
F: You have it, ok. And she had a son, who eventually managed the sta-her son was the age of my son, 
and he was in high school with my son. My son was three, he spent one year of high school...he spent 
the 7t\ 8t\ and 9th grades in Mount Vernon High School, then he went to a Quaker school outside of 
Philadelphia for the 1Qt\ 11·\ and 12th grades.But just about that time, young Stephen Zelkowitz, Helen's 
son, took over the management of the station.Later, when he grew up. When he became old enough, he, 
she turned it over to her son. He was very active. Who else did I know? There was Leo Erlanger, who was 
an engineer, and uh, I'm thinking of the Jews. The name of the People's Shoe Store. It was run by ... 
J: Was this, was this Epstein? 
F: Epstein.Sam Epstein. Epstein, I guess. I don't know which it was.[note: pronounced first ep-steen, 
second ep-stine] But Sam and his wife were very pleasant. And I knew them fairly well. 
J: How did you know them? Just from around? 
F; In, around I guess ... l'm not sure whether it was through the mental health, or bridge, I don't know 
what it was but somehow or other I got to know them.I was never in their home but I stopped in the 
store. I bought all my shoes there and all that sort of stuff. Outside that not very many Jewish people in 
Mount Vernon. 
J: Right, yeah. 
F: Were there? Who else were there, do you know any? 
J: Um, let's see: Gurwicks, Sussmans, Rabishaws, Shamanskies. 
• F: I never heard any of those. 
J: None of them? So let's go back to Helen a little bit. Can you just tell me in general, like what was her 
personality like? You said that she was very--
F: Speak slower. 
J: Okay. What was, just in general what was Helen's personality like? 
F: Her personality was very outgoing.She would initiate a conversation with anybody. And, ah, she 
would pay full attention to what they were saying.And, ah, was rather regal looking.Tall and slender, and 
handsome I would say, and very popular. And she, ah, took part in what community activities there were, 
she was always there. And she deliberately came--she was from a Columbus family, but she wanted to 
be in a smaller town than Columbus. She wanted to be in a place where she could be, uh, take part in 
community activities. She came here for that purpose. And her husband followed her, wha, went with 
her of course. And he became the head of the Zelkowitz and Barry legal firm. And he had a heart attack 
and eventually died. Her son died long before she did. She, her sister was with her I think, was also killed 
• 
in that same accident. They were up here for the, ah, they were at the, um, station break for a luncheon. • 
An elder citizens station break and she took part in that as a matter of course, you see. And she and her 
sister, and the driver drove down to Columbus for Passover, or Rosh Hashanah I guess it was, anyhow 
whatever it was that's where they were killed on their way down to, to the, the head Jewish place down 
there in Columbus where she was a active member of course, also. 
J: So you mentioned Charles already, um, how well did you know Helen's husband, Charles? 
F: Charles? I only knew him, really, as my lawyer. Uh, I was in their home a few times as a member of the 
sta--she would have a Christmas party for the staff of the radio station. And I was always there for that. 
But I didn't know Charles outside of, uh, business.He uh, took on, took me on as a client. 
J: Right. 
F: Very well thought of. 
J: Mmhm. • 
• F: And it ... J: Ok, so, Helen was going back and forth to Columbus for--
F: Yeah, she would go maybe every 2 or 3 or 4 weeks. She would go down to a cere--ah, religious 
ceremonies down there. She chose to retain her membership in the synagogue down there. A 
synagogue. Of course she was very, they were very well off and they helped support the, the uh, 
religious--the Jewish religious activity in Columbus. And was very well thought of. And I went down with 
her to uh, I forget what, what, it was, one of their ceremonies. And I went down, and I put a little cap on 
to join up, not to be conspicuous you know, and sat at the table with--she had about five sisters. 
J: Wow. That's a lot of sisters. 
F: A lot of sisters, four or five sisters. And, and, and I knew them all, but just slightly. Well I went down 
there with her at least once for a religious ceremony with her.Being a Quaker, I felt that I could go to any 
church I wanted to. Hehe. I joined the Quakers after I was married. My wife and I were both agnostics 
when we were brought up. In fact, I'll give you a little anecdote. A group of three or four people were 
sitting around like this you know, and they're saying, one man said, "Well I'm a baptist. But my 
grandfather was a Baptist, my father was a Baptist, and I'm a Baptist." And another guy in the little 
group said, "Oh that's nothing, my grandfather was a Presbyterian, my father was a Presbyterian, and 
I'm a Presbyterian. And the third guy said, "Well I've got you all beat. My grandfather was an atheist, my 
father was an atheist, and thank god I'm an atheist!" 
[Laughs] 
J: Ah, that's funny. Um, so when you went down to Columbus, um, for the ceremony--
F: Just once. 
J: Oh, okay. Um, was this like with her close family members, or ... 
F: It was a big, big group, it was a big, it was oh maybe fifty people. It was at the Rex, Les, what's the 
• name? 
J: Oh, the Wexner Center? 
F: The Wexner. She was friendly, she was a friend of the Wexners of course. 
M: It was at the Wexner's house? 
J: Was this at the Wexner's house, their home? Or at the center? 
F: I never was in their home. 
J: The Wexners? When you went to Columbus? 
F: No, I never knew Wexner. But they, at this ceremony, whatever it was, it involved bringing guests, and 
I was in a small room, and there were 8 or 10 people at the table, of her relatives. But she was very 
outreaching. 
J: So the ceremony, was it like a meal that you all had? 
F: Oh it was a meal, it was a lunch. 
J: Okay. 
F: Yeah. 
J: But there were like religious elements to it? 
F: Yeah, well it was associated with, it followed the ceremony. Whatever it was. You know I can't 
remember what the nature of that ceremony was. 
J: That's alright. Um, do you know, um, was it usual for her to include non-Jews? Or ... 
F: I don't know. But she was very friendly with everybody. She was ... She went to Israel many times, 
quite often. And she actually planted a tree, in Israel, named for me.I have a tree growing in Israel with 
my name on it. 
J: Oh, that's wonderful. And you never went there? 
F: I've never been to Israel. I've been to Germany once, that's it. I was doing family tree, and that, I went 
to visit one of my very distant cousins who had had Polio, over there in Germany as, after she had given 




• wheelchair for thirty or forty years after that. But I spent a month in their home, there.And that was, 
ahh, that's enough about that. But the Jewish community was rather unobtrusive in Mount Vernon I 
would say. There being no place of worship in Mount Vernon. Some of, some of them up to Mansfield; 
there's a temple in Mansfield I believe. 
M: Yeah. 
F: Is there? 
M: Yes. You're right. 
J: So was it well known that Helen was Jewish? 
F: Oh yeah, sure, she of course, she made a point of it, of letting it be known. 
J: How so? 
F: Well, she'd, she'd say, "we Jews do this,"we this or that, you know, or something like that. Or 
she'd ... Zelkowitz is a Jewish name, I think . • J: Right, uh huh. So, uh, so you said that--
F: Her name was Weiner. It should have been W-1-E-N-E-R and they pronounced it Wine-er I think. I 
don't know, but her maiden name, with all those sisters---Wiener or Weiner I can't remember which but 
it was the one you didn't expect. 
J: Right. 
M: It's mispronounced, he's saying. 
J: Uh huh, um, so, so people in the community generally knew that Helen was Jewish. 
F: Oh yes. 
J: Did that ever cause problems for her? 
F: Never. Never at all. She, they would ask, when they wanted any inter-church affairs she would 
represent the Jews. 
J: Ok, so Jews were included in any interfaith initiatives. 
F: Yeah, right. Around, around Mount Vernon. I think so. 
J: Um, so was that, what sort of events would that be for? 
F: Well ... l really don't know. 
J: Okay. 
F: I being in Gambier, I wasn't all that active in Mount Vernon. Although, I did take part in the bridge 
club and the mental health association. And the symphony, I was in the Knox County Symphony. I was in 
the first when Paul Schwartz founded--maybe, you weren't here yet, were you [to Miriam]? 
M: No. 
F: They rehearsed in Rosse Hall before they remodeled Rosse Hall, before they put all those seats in. 
Portable folding chairs filled the floor of Rosse Hall. And Paul Schwartz had rehearsals once a week. 
M: Ask if Helen was a patron. You can ask if Helen was a patron of the symphony. 
J: Did, did Helen attend the symphony performances? 
• 
F: Uh, there was a symphony and we also rehearsed a small chamber orchestra in someone's home in • 
Mount Vernon, I forget who it was. 
J: Did Helen attend those at all, the performances? 
F: Yeah, she was, she would be present at everything. 
J: Uh huh, at everything! Haha. Ok, um, so to your knowledge were there any instances of anti-Semitism 
directed at--
F: Not that I know of . Mount Vernon was remarkably free of any anti-Semitism. 
J: Was that unusual for the time? 
F: Probably her example. It might have been, she was such an outstanding citizen. She got several 
awards for,. like, outstanding citizen. Or, citizen of the month, or whatever it would be and, ah, I got that 
award myself once. But uh, what else did Helen do I'm trying to think. We were very friendly. She lived 
in that house on Mulberry Street. Do you know where the Red Cross is? That was her home. She gave • 
• the house to the Red Cross before she died to be theirs after she was gone. She didn't figure on going by 
way of accident but it was, it all had been arranged that her house would belong to the Red Cross. 
• 
J: So she was very, it sounds like she was pretty involved with the Red Cross? 
F: Yes, she was involved with everything. 
J: Yes, and what were her reasons for being so involved? 
F: I don't know. I got the impression that that was, ah, traditional in her family. 
J: That they were all. .. 
F: It's part of, it's a religious thing because the Lord calls upon you to help your neighbor. She knows that 
people are in need, so its her duty--her religious duty to help them. And the fact that it was Jewish is 
beside the point. 
J: Right, she did see it from the standpoint of being a religious person? That it was important because of 
her religion? 
F: I, I think so. 
J: Cool. 
F: Did you know Helen? 
M: Yes, I did. 
F: Am I correct? 
M: Yeah, I think so. I think it was, you know that she felt she had the means to help others, so she did 
that. Because she had the means. She was well off, and she could, she could do it. I mean, that was my 
impression. 
J: Um, alright let's see. So we, you knew um, let's talk about the Erlangers for a minute. 
F: Well, Erlanger was, I think maybe a chemical engineer. An engineer of some sort. Either at Continental 
Can or at Cooper Bessemer. I believe it was, now that I think about it it might have been Continental Can. 
J: I think he was at Cooper Bessemer. 
F: You think so? 
J: I think so. 
F: Well, it could easily be. And um, I suppose interested in cultural activities but he was nowhere near as 
active as Helen. And his wife suffered a very tragic end because she had an allergy of some sort and she 
ate the wrong thing and had essentially what amounts a stroke and she just fell over from eating one 
peanut, or something like that. And a doctor, there was a medical doctor lived right a cross the street 
from her home and he got there but it was too late. 
J: Wow. So, so what was Leo like? 
F: Leo was rather quiet and I never got, I never was too deeply acquainted with the Erlangers. I was in 
their home a number of times. 
J: What for? 
F: Their home was on Mulberry, was on Edgewood, up at the top of the, you know Edgewood? 
J: Yeah. 
F: They lived in a house, is at the foot of Vine Street. Where Vine Street dead-ends, as you go up the hill 
it dead-ends; that was their home up there. 
J: Oh. Oh, okay, I know where that is.Um, and, why were you visiting them in their home? 
F: Well. .. probably connected with either the United Way or the, the uh community fund as we called it 
then. Or maybe the Mental Health Association. And maybe some other, but we were on the boards of 
these things. We were probably talking over some matters connected with those groups. I don't believe 
either of them was terribly musical. For that matter, Helen herself was not very musical. In fact she 
heard, uh, I was playing a record one time, something like "Night and Day." And she said, "what's that 
name of that tune?" [Laughs] She'd never heard "Night and Day." 
M: We both know that one; I do. 




• and Brunswick. And I go into, see Swarthmore is a suburb of Philadelphia, and I would take the suburban 
train in once a week and get a armful of records and sell them to the students. And um, I'll always 
remember "Night and Day" was my best-selling record of all time and when it came out--1 was, I was a 
student when that came out. And I remember even the code number RCA Victor. It was number 24,193. 
I'll remember that number to the end of my life because it made my day with records. 
J: Haha ! That's funny. Um, so since Helen was one of the few women in the radio industry at the time, is 
that correct? 
F: In the radio industry? Yes, she was the radio Woman of the Year I guess, of the state. She was well-
known throughout the state. 
J: And um, did she ever run into any difficulties because she was a woman? 
F: I don't know of any. Do you know of any? 
M: I wouldn't know of any 'cause I knew her, but she wasn't ... l just had a feeling she was accepted by 
everybody by the 80s, certainly, but I wonder if early on, I guess Jazz is wondering. 'Cause of early on, 
'cause she was a woman in the business? 
F: Well, who knows. I don't remember when and how she came to this town, probably before I did. I 
came in '48, and there was no radio station. She opened the radio station I think in '52. More or less as a 
hobby. 
J: Yeah, and before that, um. 
[Phone ring] 
F: That's, that's my alarm.That's to remind me to listen to the local news. 
J: Oh, sorry we're interrupting that . 
F: Well, I can skip the local news today. 
J: Okay, let's see what were we talking about? Um, WMVO. So when she first started WMVO, um, was 
there a lot of community support for it? 
F: I don't know, what do you mean by support? 
J: I mean, were a lot of people interested in having a radio station in Mount Vernon? 
F: Oh yeah, they were all anxious to be on the air. 
J: Haha, so everyone wanted their spot? 
F: Charlie Kilkenny was, he had an afternoon records show at 3 o'clock, from 3-5 I think he ... and I was 
engineer for him. I would introduce him, I'd say, "now here's back to Charlie! Okay, now this!" And then 
I'd read the commercial. And then, "now back to Charlie." Click. Flip the switch. I'd also bring up the ... 
They were interested in the radio station because it was FM and they were unable to broadcast at night. 
But they couldn't broadcast the AM station then because they didn't have the license and AM would 
carry to far at night and interfere with other stations. And they were maybe fiver or six years before 
they were finally able to get an AM license to broadcast. So they had, the FM station made its way 
because of the Cleavland Indians because the Indians baseball was very very popular here, and you 
could hear it at night only on WMVO. 
J: Okay, cool. So, um, how actively was Helen involved in the radio station other than her own show? 
F: Well she did, she did everything. She, I guess, she wasn't the books, she had a bookkeeper of course. 
They had an engineer, a chief engineer, and he was on vaca--he worked night and day to build the AM 
station after the FM station was already on the air; they finally got a license for the F, uh the AM station, 
which they built. And then he was so fagged out that I ran the station then for 2 weeks after he left on 
vacation, and it was up to me to be the sole engineer in charge. It was summertime. But they all, they all 
wanted the radio station because of the sports. And some people also, I like to think, liked it, because of 
the classical music program. People would stop me on the street and talk about me on it, you know. 
They recognized my voice, even. And I would take requests, of course, and I'd borrow records from the 
college, and from here, and take them in to play them. If they didn't, they didn't have a very large 




• liked the station because of the local news. They had a, it's gone downhill a lot since she sold out. But 
they had had a newscaster who would go out and gather the news. Uh, every morning at 9 o'clock he'd 
be out, he'd go to the, the police department, he'd get all of the police records, and all the business 
records, and cover the meetings and so forth. It was, uh, she had the concept it would be serving the 
community. Through that. It wasn't to make money. 
J: Right, so all of the news, and the sports and all that, that was all her idea? 
F: Yeah. She had a unfortunate program she read before the "Coffee Cup." And she'd say welcome, 
reading [phone rings]. That's the same alarm. They think I wanted to snooze. Uh, she'd read the local 
news, a segment of the local news at noon for births, marriages, and obituaries. And she had the, was 
not perceptive enough to realize how bad it was 'cause she introduced this as "Hatches, Matches, and 
Dispatches." 
J: [Laughs] Oh ... jeez. 
F: "Welcome to Hatches, Matches, and Dispatches." And some people thought that that was pretty bad, 
especially the dispatches. 
J: Right, oh jeez! 
F: And finally she gave, she took advice and gave up on that title. 
[Laughs] 
J: That's funny. So she must have come up with that title herself, then. 
F: She did. 
J: That's funny. 
F: And the, the uh "Coffee Cup," I'd say "Welcome to 'Coffee Cup' and here's your host, Helen! Welcome 
Helen." And Helen would have a guest, and she would introduce her own guests, sitting around the 
kitchen table in that farm house. And as I said, there was no running water out there in the actual 
transmitting station, where I was sitting there running the station at night until midnight with music and 
commercials. And if I had to go to the bathroom, we had one LP record in the station. Only one. It was a 
piano record by Oscar Peterson. So I would put that record on the turntable, then hike across the field to • 
the farmhouse, and do my thing, and come back and the record was still playing. 
[Laughs] 
J: Oh man. Um, so what sort of a boss was Helen, as the--
F: What? 
J: How was she as a boss? How was Helen as a boss? 
F: As a what? 
J: The boss of the radio station. 
F: Oh, a boss. 
J: Was she good to work with, or ... 
F: Oh, I enjoyed working there. She was very, um, I thought very kind to her employees. There was one 
employee however who didn't have the voice for it, and she had to let him go and he thought very illy of • 
Helen. Good friend of mine. He was very, worked hard, but he didn't have the voice that would go well 
on the air, and I have to admit that that was true. But, uh, Helen was very popular. And, uh, I'm trying to 
think of other anecdotes. Uh, Maureen. Uh, her co-host on "Coffee Cup," after that co-host quit, then 
she had the British-born one that was Strome (sp ?] . 
M: Ohhhh ... 
F: What was her name? 
M: Strome? Was it ... ? 
F: Tom Strome. 
M: Tom Strome down the street? 
F: Yeah. Tom Strome was married to a British woman named, uh, who had a pretty strong British accent . 




F: Sam Lord. 
M: Sam Lord, right. 
F: That was called, why can't I think, part of my problem is as I get older I'm losing my memory. 
Inexplicably. In fact I'm losing my eyesight, also. I can see you, but I could hardly recognize your face at 
this distance. I can't read anything but headlines in the newspaper, I told you that didn't I? 
J: Yeah. 
F: I expect I'll be, uh, losing my sight within the year. But let me show you, uh, before you leave I wanna 
be, ah, I'm not kicking you out but I have a machine over hear that amplifies any piece of paper you put 
under it, uh in the machine. But I don't think it--[phone rings]. That's the third and last time I think. 
J: That's okay. So what, you said she would have guests on "Coffee Cup"? 
F: She would have guests, yeah . 
J: What kind of guests would she have? 
F: Anybody that she could get to come that had anything to say. To promote something--a hobby of 
some sort, or maybe to interpret the news. She, she was always on the lookout for someone to invite for 
the "Coffee Cup." And I don't know, when she ran out of visitors, I don't know, I can't remember where 
she got her material. She had some women's magazines she could read out of, you know. 
J: So it was like a morning talk show? Kind of? 
F: Yeah, uh ... 
J: Okay. So, we talked earlier about how Helen was not afraid to tell people she was Jewish. How 
important was Judaism to Helen? 
F: Well I think they were pretty good to her. I don't know, what, how do you mean? How could, how 
would they be good to her, in what sense? 
J: Well, I just mean, how, how--how important was her religion in her life? 
F: Oh, I think very important. I think she was, she wouldn't give up the sabbath for anything. I don't 
know what she did on the radio on Saturdays. She must have made some compromises, but, for 
business purposes, but, ah, she was ... As far as I know they had ah, ah, Friday night ceremonies at their 
home every Friday. 
J: Oh, in their home? 
F: In their home. You know, you have a, a, at sundown on--what is it? 
M: Friday night. Sabbath. The Sabbath. 
F: The Sabbath. Yeah, the Sabbath. She observed the Sabbath very strictly. She tried to. But of course 
she had to, you had to compromise for your business. And the Jewish people, who were, business 
people among them--you realize that some people had to break the Sabbath in order to make a living. 
And they were, they always got permission to do that. 
J: Permission from whom? 
F: From the head people at the synagogue. 
M: Rabbis. 
J: Okay. So do you know, you said she would have like a service in her home. Was that just for her family? 
Or ... 
F: Just her family. I think. 
J: Uh huh. So just with like Charles and Stephen? 
F: What? 
J: With Charles and Stephen, her son? Just with her husband and her son? 
F: Oh, with Charles, yeah, sure. And maybe visitors, I don't know. 
J: And what about Leo Erlanger, do you know if he was observant as well? 
F: I don't know. 






F: I don't know. 
J: And do you know about Sam Epstein? 
F: I don't know how devout any of those people were. But they, they all, they considered themselves to 
be a close-knit group, though, I think. They all looked out after each other, insofar as they had to. As far 
as I could see, it was ... l, uh, you said ... was it you or was it Miriam that ran off the list of Jewish people? 
M: Oh, that was Jazz. 
J: Me. 
F: How did you find them out? 
J: Umm, various sources. There's a history of Knox County by a guy named Fred Lorie ... 
F: I knew Fred Lorie. 
J: Okay. And he, he gives a lot of those names. I've also found a lot of articles, like old newspaper articles, 
which gives some names of the Jewish families in the area. Let's see, who else can I think of. Did you 
know maybe Max Myers? 
F: Never heard of him. 
J: No ... um, let me think. I think there was a Levi family? No ... 
F: Don't remember any of those. The three that you mentioned: Epstein 
J: And Erlanger 
F: Erlanger, and Zelkowitz were about the only ones I could bring to mind. 
J: Where was Sam's shoe store? Sam Epstein's shoe store? Where was that located? 
F: The store? Was on the corner of Vine and Rain. Where the, it was on the ... [phone rings]. That's 
number four, isn't it? I can ... Theoretically there's a button I can push but this has a plastic case over it 
and I can't hit the button accurately. 
M: Yeah, it's hard to find it. Yeah. 
F: And I punch, it'll punch another button along side of it by mistake. So I'll, I'll just turn it off. See, the 
local station only gives local news once a day. And a lot of it, and, see all you do is sit at the phone and 
wait for the police to call you. And, and they don't go actively out and look for news, that I know of. But 
they do have what they call a news director, so they must think of themselves as giving the news. I think 
it's gone downhill since the Zelkowitzes left. 
J: Do you know when Helen sold the radio station? 
F: Uh ... l don't know. I would guess maybe about, maybe 12 years ago? 
J: Okay. Yeah I could probably find out. 
F: You better find out form someone that knows. 
J: Right, yeah. Um, did, were there tapes of all the programs that were run during that time? Did you 
save tapes at WMVO? 
F: No, I don't have any tapes. 
J: Okay. 
• 
F: Well actually, I thought I did have a tape lying around here for a long time but I don't know where it is • 
now. The problem was, you see, that the station was FM only by law because they couldn't broadcast 
AM until they got a new chief engineer who managed to find a loophole. By just the right frequency to 
broadcast on, which was 1300, and ah, and the directional--the reason they have two towers is to make 
it, is because, of the need to protect another station.I don't know if--1'11 give you a little lecture in physics. 
Here's two towers, okay? And they're in line with this Cleavland area where WERE is, alright, also on 
channel 1300. Alright, now these two stations, err, WMVO, these towers, are exactly a quarter of a 
wavelength apart. So this is above the average, and the two of them looked at from here, this would, 
broadcast reaches just a little bit earlier, see, it's 200 feet. And that's, the speed of light, that's, that's a 
jiffy. A millionth of a second. Much less than, maybe about a few hundred thousandths of a second. So 
these two signals, from these two towers, reach Cleavland a half a wavelength apart, which interferes. 
You know, a half wavelength interferes.But looked at from this direction, they reinforce each other. You • 
• see, they're a half a wavelength apart. They add this way, they subtract that way. So that was a loophole 
so they could be heard very well in Cleavland--in Columbus--but not at all in Cleavland. And that's what 
allowed them to operate. And that might have been more than 12 years ago. I'd be happy if, if you find 
out, let me know. I really can't say when it was. Probably more than 12 years; time runs fast. 
J: You mean that they sold the station, or that they put up, had the AM? 
F: AM. Everything's on AM now. They had FM, but FM was mostly canned music. They buy it as an entity, 
they don't even control it. In fact very often the announcer is in a different city. I, I don't like the music 
at all. 
J: Right, but do you listen, and the AM is different? On WMVO? 
F: Oh yes! AM and FM are entirely different. 
J: Oh, okay. 
[Phone rings] 
F: Well I'm just interested to see how long this'll go on, if you don't mind. 
J: No worries. I don't mind. Um, let's see, what else can I ask you? Well is there anything we haven't 
talked about yet that you think I might be interested in? 
F: Well 1'11...can't think of any. All the original staff is gone, that were there in my day. I'm almost gone; 
as I said my eyes are going, my ears are not too hot, and, uh, I can walk with a cane pretty well. 
J: Yeah! 
M: Well, you say you're losing your memory but you seem pretty sharp to me. 
J: Absolutely . 
F: Well, I had a time this morning, I was trying to think of the name of the guy who ran the place up at 
Mansfield. The uh ... now I've forgotten it again. It's uh, Malabar. 
M: Oh, Malabar farm. 
F: I forgot Malabar, and I forgot the name of the owner. Then it came back to me all of a sudden, about 
9 o'clock in the morning, I said, "Oh, that's Bromfield. Louis Bromfield." I was thinking, just right now I 
had to bring it up--with effort. That's ... anyhow. 
M: Yeah, that's frustrating. 
F: Frustrating. 
M: Do you think you're close to wrapping up? 
J: Yeah, I think I'm almost done. And, so do you know of anyone else who knows Helen, or knew Helen 
or any of the other members of the Jewish community? I guess, is there anyone else I should talk to that 
you know of? 
F: Well, you might try talking with, if you can locate her, Mrs. Sam Lord. Is she around at all? 
M: You know, I think they moved away. 
F: They moved away, well if you got a hold of her, she would be a good source. Uh, Nadine is her name. 
J: Okay, Nadine Lord. 
• 
F: She was Nadine Strome when she was here. Before she married him. And Tom Strome married Joan • 
somebody. I forget who, Jacobs I think it was. Maybe it was, I don't know. 
J: Okay I think that's all I have for now. If I have more questions ... 
F: Call me up. 
J: Okay, I can get back in touch with you? 
F: Where are you from, Jazz? 
J: I'm from Washington State. 
[Chit-chat about family, fixing the phone ... ] 
J: So one last thing, could I get you to sign a release? Do you want me to read you what it says? ... 
[Signing forms] 
J: Well thank you very much, you've been very helpful. 
[Chit chat, end of tape] • 
